
Post-doctoral research assistant wanted for INCASE project (Irish Natural Capital 

Accounting for Sustainable Environments)  

INCASE is an Environmental Protection Agency funded, transdisciplinary project, which will develop Natural 
Capital Accounting (NCA) systems in Ireland. By reviewing approaches and data sources, and incorporating 
world-leading best-practice and approaches, this project will develop ecosystem and environmental flow 
accounts for Irish catchments. In addition, we will develop tools for data visualisation, quality assessment 
and framework development. Furthermore, we will conduct economic impact assessment to determine the 
projected impacts of future policy change, using the agri-food sector as an exemplar. The project team, based 
at TCD, UCD, UL, NUIG, and the Irish Forum on Natural Capital (IFNC), has expertise in the natural capital 
approach, ecology and ecosystem service valuation, economics, socio-economics and ecosystem accounting.  

We are seeking a post-doctoral research assistant (PDRA) to join this team and to apply a natural capital 
assessment framework to catchment case studies. The PDRA will be based in the research group of Mary 
Kelly-Quinn in the School of Biology & Environmental Science, University College Dublin. The PDRA will 
engage in catchment selection, and will be responsible for sourcing relevant datasets, ground truthing and 
additional data collection, developing an asset and risk registers (asset extent and condition), identification 
of ecosystem services flows and developing a set of natural capital accounts for the test catchments.  

In addition, the PDRA will contribute to stakeholder workshops and Steering Committee meetings, and write 
reports and academic papers.  The ideal candidate will have a PhD in environmental sciences, ecology, natural 
resource management, environmental accounting or similar, with excellent organisation, verbal 
communication, interpersonal, GIS, data handling and analysis skills 

Key skills  
Essential:  

 PhD in environmental sciences, ecology, natural resource management, environmental accounting 

or similar 

 Excellent analytical and statistical skills (in particular GIS) 

 Experience in fieldwork 

 Knowledge of relevant legislation such as the Water Framework Directive, Habitats Directive, SDGs 

and the National Biodiversity Action Plan  

 Excellent organisation, verbal communication, and interpersonal skills 

 Proven ability to work in a team and to communicate effectively with other team members – the 

position will involve collaborative research, data sharing, analysis and writing 

 Excellent literature sourcing and review, and critical synthesis skills  

 Excellent written communication skills to prepare clear and precise documents and reports 
Desirable:  

 Knowledge and interest in natural capital accounting 
 Knowledge/experience in identification/valuation of ecosystem services, natural capital accounting, 

SEEA, Economic Impact Assessment  
 Experience engaging with stakeholders 
 Experience managing websites and use of social media for dissemination 

 Languages skills – must be fluent in English 
 
Salary: This appointment will be made at point 1 of the PDRA scale from the Irish Universities Association 
Researcher Salary Scales,  i.e. starting at €38,632 per annum (gross) for 30 months, from 16th September 
2019.   

To apply: please send letter of application, outlining suitability for the post, and a CV including the names 
and contact details of two referees, to mary.kelly-quinn@ucd.ie before June 14th 2019. 

Interviews will be conducted in July (in person or via Skype). 

For further information contact Mary Kelly-Quinn (mary.kelly-quinn@ucd.ie)  
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